Within the field of ancient bilingualism, Sicily represents a unique terrain for analysis as a result of its incredibly rich linguistic history, in which 'colonial' languages belonging to branches as diverse as Italic (Oscan and Latin), Greek and Semitic (Phoenician) interacted with the languages of the natives (the elusive Sicel, Sicanian and Elymian). The result of this ancient melting-pot was a culture characterized by 'post-colonial' features such as ethnic hybridity, multilingualism and artistic and literary experimentation. While Greek soon emerged as the leading language, dominating official communication and literature, epigraphic sources and indirect evidence show that the minority languages held their ground down to the fifth century bc, and in some cases beyond. The first two parts of the volume discuss these languages and their interaction with Greek, while the third part focuses on the sociolinguistic revolution brought about by the arrival of the Romans.
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Example of figure on Elymian vase inscriptions.
From Agostiniani (1977: Fig. 4 Throughout the gestation of this volume I have been lucky in receiving various forms of assistance from contributors, colleagues and friends alike. I am indebted in particular to Albio Cesare Cassio, Valentina Copat, Kalle Korhonen, Susana Mimbrera, Oliver Simkin, Andreas Willi and Jo Willmott for being both so helpful and patient. I owe a particular debt to James Clackson: he has been a fantastic conference co-organizer, an attentive reader and a wonderful support all the way along -without his guidance this volume would have been much longer in the making. I should also like to record my thanks to Michael Sharp, Christina Sarigiannidou and Malcolm Todd at Cambridge University Press for putting their editorial expertise at my disposal.
The volume took its final form in Venice. I thank Professor Ettore Cingano, my colleagues at the Dipartimento di Studi Umanistici of Venice University and the staff at the Biblioteca di Area Umanistica for providing such a nice environment in which to deal Map 3
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